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January 14, 2022 

 
Welcome to the 2022 Kansas Legislative Session. This is the second year of the biennium, so 

bills and resolutions from the 2021 Session carry over to the 2022 Session. In addition, new bills 

may be introduced, continuing with the numbering from last session.  

For a review of common legislative terms, please refer to the “Common Legislative Terms” list 

on the www.KansasCounties.org website in the “Services” Tab under “Legislative,” or bookmark 

http://www.kansascounties.org/services/legislative/common-legislative-terms.pdf/view  

Summaries of all legislation passed during the 2021 session or special session can be found at 

www.kslegresearch.org under the Publications tab by searching the 2021 Summary of 

Legislation and 2021 Legislative Highlights.  There is a summary of the 2021 Special Session 

under the publications tab. You can also find helpful resources in the Legislative Briefing Book. 

Topics of interest covered in the 2020 Briefing Book include Elections and Ethics, Redistricting, 

State and Local Government, Taxation and Transportation, among others. 

What Happened This Week 

The second year of the biennium began relatively calmly. There have been several bills of 

interest introduced, but there were not many hearings held during the week.  

One hearing of note was on January 13 in the Senate Assessment and Taxation Committee. 

This hearing dealt with SB 318, which would provide a sales tax exemption for purchases made 

to repair or replace fencing destroyed by the December 2021 wildfires in North Central Kansas. 

This legislation is similar to legislation passed during the 2017 legislative session. The language 

for this bill was also introduced in the House (HB 2464). The Senate Committee did amend the 

bill, adding language that allows for property tax abatements. KAC is reviewing the impact of this 

amendment on the bill. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee held a hearing on the Executive Orders issued as a result of 

the Governor’s disaster declaration regarding healthcare staffing shortages. A request was 

made by Sedgwick County that county health departments and officials be included in legislation 

regarding staffing shortages, as they are impacted in the same way. While this may not be 

included in the current bill, there may be future opportunity for this type of legislation. 

The Post Audit Committee received a report on the government and non-profit competition audit 

conducted in 2021. The conclusion of the audit was that “[a]lthough government, non-profit, and 

for-profit businesses may appear to compete, the research indicates that true competition may 
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be limited, at best. This is because different types of businesses that may appear similar actually 

offer different services and serve different populations.” The committee may still be interested in 

pursuing legislation related to concerns about this type of competition.  

What’s Coming Next Week 

There are several informational briefings scheduled for next week, including Municipal Utilities 

(House Energy, Utilities and Transportation, Tuesday at 9:00), Natural Gas Supply and Price 

Issues (Senate Utilities, Tuesday at 1:30), STAR Bonds (House Commerce, Tuesday at 1:30 

and House Tax, Tuesday at 3:30), Rural Prosperity (House Financial Institutions and Rural 

Development, Wednesday at 9:00), Army Corps of Engineers (House Water, Wednesday at 

9:00), Kansas Criminal Justice Reform Commission (Senate Judiciary, Thursday at 10:30), and 

Post Audit Review of STAR Bonds (Senate Commerce, Thursday at 10:30). 

While KAC is not offering testimony, the Senate Federal and State Affairs Committee will hold a 

hearing on the medical marijuana regulation act (SB 158).  

In addition, the redistricting committee will begin their work.  

Additional Resources 

For daily information on things happening in the Legislature, follow @KansasCounties and 

@JayHallKS on Twitter. 

You can find information on the Kansas Legislature, such as daily calendars, audio links, and 

bill text at www.kslegislature.org.  

You can watch or listen to committee proceedings at: www.sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00287/ 

Harmony/en/View/Calendar/ or by following the Kansas Legislature on YouTube. 

2022 Legislative deadlines can be found at: 

http://kslegislature.org/li/documents/2022_calendar_deadline.pdf 
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